
 

 

 

Warren Benjamin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Well those of us who are country music fans where  given a 

treat last week with our guest speaker or should I say Guest 

singer Sharon Heaslip. Sharon moved from New South 

Wales to Mackay after falling in love with the Pioneer Valley 

while visiting on a musical tour. Sharon is quite an            

accomplished country bluegrass and gospel music singer 

and song writer and has won many awards for her      

achievements.  

Sharon has travelled Australia performing and told us about 

how her visit to north of Western Australia inspired her to 

write the award-winning song “a thousand different           

pictures”. Her recital of “Granma going to boot camp’”    

reminded us of our experiences of growing old and added to 

the fun of the night. Don’t forget Sharon is available if you 

need a country theme to any events you are planning. 

I had the pleasure of attending Walkerston Clubs hand over 

on Saturday night, where the theme was superheroes. And 

as expected there were plenty of Superman’s and             

Spiderman’ not quite as you remember from the comic 

books and if you can imagine Michael Buckeridge as Thor 

you know what I mean. It was a fun night; I was surprised to 

see the sergeants giving instead of the usual paying. I now   

understand the real meaning of PHF when Bente McDonald 

was presented with a ruby PHF. She got a Plastic Hose    

Fitting, accompanied with a round sprinkler. 

Thanks Garry Dobbie for organizing the Vocation service 

project at Samaritan House. Garry needs our support to 

complete the project so if you can spare the time I’m sure 

the fellowship will be rewarding, along with the knowledge 

and experience you will gain working with Garry. 

 

Looking forward to catching up at Stellarossa. 

 

Rotary Opens Opportunities 

President Warren 

Holger Knaack 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 

 

Issue 03 Wednesday, July 17, 2019 

 

 

Governor Adele Hughes 

Issue 6 August 12, 2020 

 



 

 

  
THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES AUGUST 

WED  Mike Webb 

Topic: Polio  

12 
AUG 

Mike Webb 

Topic: Polio 

26 
AUG 

Jannik Olejas 

CEO, Mackay Sugar 

 Chairman:  
Brian Dean  

15 
AUG 

Working Bee 

Samaritan House 

8 AM start 

  

 Registration: 
Bill Cleary 
Jeff Sturdy 
 
Special Duties: 
Ross Walker 
Todd Shannon 

19 
AUG 

Bente McDonald 

Rotary Information 

 
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Aug 12  

Bruce & Kerry Howlett 

Aug 17 

Dale & Meg Stebbeings 

BIRTHDAYS Aug 4—Christine Benjamin 

Aug 7—Noela Dunkley 

Aug 21—Rhonda Meng 

Aug 30—Don Wall 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR JULY 

30 years—Doug Neville 

 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Dale Stebbeings by 2PM on Monday 

Email: dale@dandmelectrical.com.au 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:15 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

Moranbah (No meals) 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

LAST WEEK’S MEETING 

Mackay West is not a singing club but we were serenaded in a 
grand country style last week by Sharon Heaslip from Marian.   

 

Over the years, based on the presentations we have received from a very wide range of people from 
the greater Mackay region, we should never be surprised when another speaker presents us with a talent 
that most of us were unaware existed in our region.  But the country and western talents displayed by 
Sharon Heaslip last week took most of us completely by surprise.  We greatly appreciated her singing but 
her polished performance showed that not only could she compose and sing songs and produce a         
comprehensive and deceptively casual performance.  The photo shows the award of which she is most 
proud – The Tamworth Songwriters Assoc 2018 Winner of the Bev Daniel Commemorative Award for 
Bush Ballad Song of the Year 

 

 

 

BUT THERE’S MORE! 

 

There’s things that go on at the other end of the restaurant that 
the head table is totally unaware of.  What secrets was Col imparting?  
Why does Jeff look so full of anticipation?  What had he done to       
deserve a cuddle?  We may never know!! 
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       100 Years of Rotary Down Under 
 

Rotary was introduced to Australia 
in 1921.  Rotary’s first headlines in The 
Argus, Melbourne 29th Saturday 26th 
March 1921 announced that Lieut.-
Colonel J Layton Ralston, CMG, DSO, KC, 
(Rotary Club of Halifax, Nova Scotia) and 
Mr. James W Davidson (Rotary Club of 
Calgary) visited Australia as                 
commissioners for the extension among 
professional and business men of the 
‘Rotary Club’ movement.  At that time, 
Rotary had about 80,000 members in 
Canada, the British Isles and the United 
States. 

 

On 21st April 1921, Sir John Monash and other business leaders conducted the first Rotary 
meeting in Australia in Melbourne in the presence of Commissioners Layton Ralston and James    
Davidson from Canada.   

 

Exactly 100 years later, that event will be reenacted to mark 100 years of Service Above Self 
down under.  Planning for this event is well advanced. In these times of COVID-19 shutdown, plans 
may change so booking is not yet available. There are surprises in store and high profile guests. The 
venue at the Melbourne Convention Centre has been reserved but there are (only) 480 seats at the 
table. Understandably at this time, no guarantees can be offered but please remember the date.  
Tickets $75. 

 

Following the inauguration of Rotary in Melbourne, the two commissioners moved to Sydney 
to start the Sydney club on 17th May.  They then sailed to New Zealand to inaugurate the           
Wellington club on 7th June followed by Auckland on 13th June.  By 1928, when the first Canberra 
club was chartered, there were 17 Australian clubs. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION  

 
Rotary is dedicated to six areas of focus to build international relationships, improve lives, 

and create a better world to support our peace efforts and end polio forever. 

 
No. 4  -  Saving mothers and children 

 
Rotary makes high-quality health care available to vulnerable mothers and children so 

they can live longer and grow stronger. 
 

We expand access to quality care, so mothers and children everywhere can have the same     
opportunities for a healthy future. An estimated 5.9 million children under the age of five die each 
year because of malnutrition, inadequate health care, and poor sanitation — all of which can be 
prevented. 
 

HOW ROTARY MAKES HELP HAPPEN 
 
Rotary provides education, immunizations, birth kits, and mobile health clinics. Women are taught 
how to prevent mother-to-infant HIV transmission, how to breast-feed, and how to protect them-
selves and their children from disease. 

 
OUR IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF MOTHERS AND CHILDREN 

 
The Rotary Foundation reaches mothers and children in need by giving communities the help 

and training they need to take control of their own maternal and infant health care. 

 
Rotary makes amazing things happen, like: 

 
Mobile prenatal clinics 
Haiti has the highest maternal and infant mortality rate of any country in the western hemisphere. 
Rotary provided a fully equipped medical Jeep to volunteers and midwives to reach mothers and 
children in remote areas. 
 
Cancer screening 
Rotarians provided a mobile cancer screening unit and awareness trainings around Chennai,   
India, where there is a high mortality rate of women with breast and cervical cancer due to late 
diagnosis. 
 
Preventing injuries and deaths 
Rotary members launched a $3 million, five-year pilot to save lives of mothers and children during 
home deliveries in Nigeria. Since 2005, they have also repaired 1,500 obstetric fistulas — 500 
more than their initial goal — restoring dignity and hope to vulnerable mothers. 

https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elT2WL3QDc8&feature=youtu.be
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