
 

 

 

Warren Benjamin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Thanks everyone for your participation and enthusiasm at last 

weeks’ Assembly. It’s a bit hard to plan too far ahead due to the 

uncertainty surrounding the COVID 19 restrictions and future out-

comes of a second wave. However, we did end up with some    

positive outcomes for proposed fund-raising activities. 

Peter McFarlane and Peter Thomas were looking into joining in on 

the annual sporting Club raffle conducted by North Jacklin, but I 

have been informed it has been cancelled for this year. Bruce   

Howlett is chasing BBQs and Eddie Woodwell is looking into an 

online raffle. Ian Ritchie has sent me information on conducting an 

online Silver Circle which looks a good idea as it removes us from 

all the COVID restrictions. 

Ross Walker has guest speakers lined up for the next few meetings 

but is holding off progressing too far into the future in case COVID 

sneaks up on us. We also have one project at Samaritan House this 

month and a Vocational Visit to the Resource Centre of Excellence. 

I was hoping we could get more involved with Rotary international 

projects, but as Grant Craig pointed out we are restricted on what 

we can do. There are a couple of international projects mainly    

requesting support for funds that have been presented to us, which 

the Board will review. 

Secretary Dale highlighted the upcoming Rotary leadership institute 

training on the 5&6 September, this is a good course to learn more 

about Rotary. There are only 15 places on the course, so we need 

to get applications in ASAP. 

I have been advised that we are to expect a proposed visit from DG 

Adelle Hughes on the 9 September 2020. I t will be a combined 

visit with Mackay Sunrise, Sarina and Rotaract. Due to not having 

big enough meeting place, ADG will hopefully arranged one for us. 

I have mentioned this before, but the District is starting to get     

rolling on the 100 birthday Celebrations of Rotary in Australia in 

April 2021. This revolves around the Baton relay but some of the 

suggestions to compliment this, is a combined rotary club event at 

either Queens Park or closing off street in Mackay city for a big 

party. It’s proposed the Baton will be transport from Walkerston to 

West Mackay by tractors and it will be up to our club to take on to 

the city. So please have a think about how we want our club to be 

involved, as there may be a lot of planning involved. 

Rotary Opens Opportunities 

President Warren 

Holger Knaack 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES AUGUST 

WED  Sharon Heaslip 

Award Winning Singer/

Songwriter 

05 
AUG 

Sharon Heaslip 

Singer/Songwriter 

Venue: Stellarossa 

  

 Chairman:  
Gary Dobbie  

12 
AUG 

Mike Webb 

Topic: Polio 

  

 Registration: 
Peter McFarlane 
Michael Curtin 
 
Special Duties: 
Colin Meng 
John Palmer 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Aug 12  

Bruce & Kerry Howlett 

Aug 17 

Dale & Meg Stebbeings 

BIRTHDAYS Aug 4—Christine Benjamin 

Aug 7—Noel a Dunkley 

Aug 21—Rhonda Meng 

Aug 30—Don Wall 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR JULY 

30 years—Doug Neville 

 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Dale Stebbeings by 2PM on Monday 

Email: dale@dandmelectrical.com.au 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:15 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

Moranbah (No meals) 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

LAST WEEK’S MEETING 

Club Assembly last week.  These meetings are important since they give everyone an            
opportunity to comment on how we operate as a club, but they are not generally very exciting.  
However, when the talk starts to address costs and membership fees and meeting payments then 
the discussion may not be actually exciting but at least the hip pocket nerve makes everyone take 
notice.   

 

President Warren outlined the reasons why our annual 
membership has risen to $290.  The main costs are, as always, 
associated with District Dues, Rotary International Dues 
(which depend on the US dollar exchange rate) and the cost of 
the Rotary Down Under magazine.  Then, as President Warren 
indicated, it is easy to overlook all the little items.  These        
include the cost of meals for club guests and guest speakers, 
the badges for new members, bank fees, the post office box 
rental; printing and stationary and the cost of subsidizing the 
attendance at the President-Elect’s Training Seminar (PETS).  
The estimate for these is about $25 per member per year.  
These little icing on the cake costs do not make the total bill 
any sweeter. 

 

The financial discussions then turned to the weekly payment for each meeting.  Australia is 
gradually moving towards a cashless society.  In the end there appeared to be agreement from 
most members that our club should move towards a cashless payment system for the payment of 
meeting fees.  There are inevitably costs associated with such a change but there are also other 
benefits such as being able to use the system at our other fundraising activities. 

 

The meeting inevitably regretted that the Covid-19 virus will prevent our swap Meet and 
Christmas Fair from taking place this year. So thoughts are turning to possible on-line fund-
raising activities.  We await developments. 

 

WORKING BEE THIS SATURDAY:  Fortunately, other community service activities are       
proceeding.  Garry Dobbie has arranged working bees for the next two Saturday’s at Samaritan 
House down the far end of Shakespeare Street towards the cemetery.  Volunteers requested to 
start at 8am on Saturday 8th and 15th.  More information at this week’s meeting. 
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       THE LAST RITES ON SOME CLUB HISTORY 
Since Mackay West became a Rotary club, someone has taken 

the role of club historian.  Col Storey, our inaugural club president, 
was the first.  He gathered a large pile of documents.  Mike 
Loveday took over.  He made his own contribution as historian 
whilst reducing the pile he inherited to a limited extent.  When 
John Lacey took over, he was aware that the remnants were still 
stored under the house now occupied by Col Storey’s daughter.  
Recently Ian Ritchie took pity on her and took away what was still 
left.  He ruthlessly threw out the large collection of old cheque 
butts but brought the rest to a gathering at Col Meng’s house for 
five of us to perform the last rites on the contents of four large 
polystyrene boxes. 

The group enjoyed scones, cream buns and coffee provided 
by our host and proceeded to use the historical documents to 
prompt memories of past events with tales of the “enjoyment”   
associated with a range of Rotary activities.  Anyone who might 
have happened to be near Frank Hurley’s earthly pile in Victoria 
might well have seen the ground move as Frank turned over in his 
grave.  District Conferences now are obviously not what they were 
in the early days of the club! 

Between the reminiscences, the group actually found time to 
decided that what should be retained had to be of potential        
interest to club members when the five of us were also six feet 
under.  That led to four large boxes being reduced to a pile about 
300mm high.  That pile included the “bible” that recorded the club 
membership until the early 1990s.  In addition there were 
two collections of early meeting minutes all neatly stored, 
several spiral-bound note books containing cuttings from 
the Daily Mercury and a great many photographs.  John 
Lacey now has the photos while Ian Ritchie took away the 
other items for long term storage.  The scrap books will 
be looked at in detail to retain items that will still be of 
interest, particularly to those who were in our club’s      
Rotaract Club in the 1980s and 90s. 

If and when our club meets again around large tables 
at the Shamrock, these items will be brought for everyone to look at. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION  

 

Rotary is dedicated to six areas of focus to build international relationships, improve lives, 

and create a better world to support our peace efforts and end polio forever. 

 
No. 3  -  Providing clean water, sanitation, and hygiene 

Clean water, sanitation, and hygiene education are basic necessities for a healthy 
environment and a productive life. 

 
When people have access to clean water and sanitation, waterborne diseases decrease, children 
stay healthier and attend school more regularly, and mothers can spend less time carrying water 
and more time helping their families. 

 
 

HOW ROTARY MAKES HELP HAPPEN 
Through water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) programs, Rotary’s people of action mobilize   
resources, form partnerships, and invest in infrastructure and training that yield long-term change. 
 

 
OUR IMPACT ON CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION 

 
The Rotary Foundation is changing the world by providing grants for projects and      

activities around the globe and in your own backyard: 
 
Rotary-USAID Partnership: Rotary has partnered with the United States Agency for           
International Development in Ghana, Madagascar, and Uganda to implement sustainable,        
long-term programs to improve water supplies, sanitation, and hygiene. 

 
WASH in Schools Target Challenge: Rotary has challenged our members to develop     
sustainable water, sanitation, and hygiene education projects in five countries: Belize, Guatemala, 
Honduras, India, and Kenya. 

 
WASH projects: Since 2013, The Rotary Foundation has invested in more than 1,000 WASH 
projects in more than 100 countries. Through grants from The Rotary Foundation and fundraising 
by Rotary clubs, our volunteers have supported water purification, hygiene education, latrine    
construction, and waste management. 

 

https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
https://www.globalwaters.org/resources/blogs/rotary-usaid-wash4health-partnership-western-ghana
https://www.globalwaters.org/resources/blogs/rotary-usaid-wash4health-partnership-western-ghana
https://my.rotary.org/en/wash-schools-target-challenge
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