
 

 

 

Warren Benjamin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

Last week was an interesting vocational Visit to Kerry Woodman’s 

complex at the City Gates. My, Kerry has quite an extensive    

business happening, covering Mackay, Gladstone, and Brisbane. I 

must say I was impressed with the amount of automation used in 

producing the products he offers. I was also surprised that all the 

automation was developed and made in Australia, great to see. 

There is certainly a story to be told about Garny and the role he 

played in the building of the Woodman’s business, which Kerry 

heighted in his talk. Kerry recognized the efforts of his forefathers 

in the success he experiences today. 

The evening cumulated with a BBQ kindly provide by the       

Woodman’s, I noticed no one left before trying one of Beryl’s 

sweets. Thanks to Beryl and family for the effort put into the 

food. I would also like to recognize Ian Cruickshank for his efforts 

in organizing the night, especially completing the COVID Safe 

Event Plan, and completing the training necessary to comply with 

the plan. 

This week is Club Assembly and we need to think seriously about 

alternatives to Raising Funds this year. We need to organize some 

social events while we are still able just in case we get a second 

wave of COVID in Queensland.  

I had the opportunity to attend Port of Mackay Handover dinner 

on the weekend, where the members highlighted the difficulty 

small clubs are experiencing, especially with funding and         

membership. 

Thanks to Grant for reminding us how Rotary is dedicated to six 

areas of focus to build international relationships, improve lives, 

and create a better world to support our peace efforts and end 

polio forever. The focus on peace is timely with recent events 

with China making headlines in the news. 

Rotary Opens Opportunities 

President Warren 

Holger Knaack 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES JULY/AUGUST 

WED Club Assembly 29  
Jul 

Club Assembly 05 
AUG 

Normal Meeting at 

Stellarossa 

 Chairman:  
 

    

 Registration: 
Bruce Howlett 
Trevor Townsend 
 
Special Duties: 
John Deguara 
Ian Cruickshank 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

July 9— John & Coral Palmer 

July 31— Col & Rhonda 

Meng 

BIRTHDAYS July 10—Kevin Casey 

July 13— Kerry Howlett 

July 13— John Lacey 

July 13— Beryl Woodman 

July 17—Maree Sturdy 

July 21—Gary Dobbie 

July 23—Steve Taylor 

July 28—Faye Sievers 

July 30—Chris Attard 

 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR JULY 

34 years Garn Woodman 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Dale Stebbeings by 2PM on Monday 

Email: dale@dandmelectrical.com.au 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 
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LAST WEEK’S MEETING 

Last week’s vocational visit to Woodman McDonald’s               
establishment was a mixture of a history lesson and a revelation.   

The business is now being run by the third generation of the 
Woodman family, so there is a great deal of history behind its     
current operations.  The forestry and timber milling part of the 
business disappeared many years ago.  The hardware segment 
went the same direction more recently, leaving only the thriving 
truss, timber and aluminium components.   

The revelation was the technical sophistication behind the     
construction of trusses and frames and other components required 
to build a house.  None of the Rotary visitors expected to see the 
computer screens being used everywhere to let the operators 
know which components were wanted in which order for each    
assembly.  The capability to allow for the different sag in a roof 
truss depending on whether the roof had heavy tiles or light-weight 
steel was most surprising. 

And the sophistication even extended to the excellent BBQ that 
was provided – each burger in its own cardboard tray complete 
with napkin and all lined up in perfect straight rows.  Now wouldn’t 
that be impressive at our next Council BBQ! 
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       BBQs RESTART 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No BBQs for four months then two in a week.  Wouldn’t it be 
good if that rush continued?  It certainly would if Bruce       
Howlett and Ian Ritchie had their way. 

The Council BBQ for the water and sewerage group relieved the 
early morning hunger of about 100 people.  The allocation of 
food for such gatherings is now under excellent control   There 
was next to nothing left un-eaten.  If the Rotarians serving the 
food had not decided to sample the culinary delights as stocks 
were running low, there would have been nothing left for them. 

The Bunnings BBQ last Sunday also went well under the     
watchful eyes of one of the Bunnings supervisors.  It was not a      
record event but it was necessary to send out for extra        
supplies. 

Our thanks to all those who helped with both BBQs.  Our club 
now has two thousand dollars more to our credit than we had a 
week ago. 
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION  

 
Rotary is dedicated to six areas of focus to build international relationships, improve lives, 

and create a better world to support our peace efforts and end polio forever. 

 
No. 2  -  Fighting Disease 

We believe good health care is everyone’s right. Yet 400 million people in the world can’t 
afford or don’t have access to basic health care. 
 
Disease results in misery, pain, and poverty for millions of people worldwide. That’s why treating and pre-
venting disease is so important to us. We lead efforts both large and small. We set up temporary clinics, 
blood donation centres, and training facilities in underserved communities struggling with outbreaks and 
health care access. We design and build infrastructure that allows doctors, patients, and governments to 
work together. 
Our members combat diseases like malaria, HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, and polio. 
Prevention is important, which is why we also focus on health education and bringing people routine 
hearing, vision, and dental care. 
 

HOW ROTARY MAKES HELP HAPPEN 
We educate and equip communities to stop the spread of life-threatening diseases. Rotary members have 
hundreds of health projects underway around the world at any given time. 
 

OUR IMPACT ON DISEASE 
The Rotary Foundation is changing the world by providing grants for projects and activities 
around the globe and in your own backyard. 

 
Rotary makes amazing things happen, like: 

 
Providing clean water: Rotary has worked with partners to provide more than 80 percent of 
Ghana’s people with clean water to fight Guinea worm disease. 

 
Reducing HIV infection: In Liberia, Rotary members are helping women get tested for HIV 
early in their pregnancies. They used prenatal care to reduce new HIV infections in children by 95 
percent over two years. 

 
Ending polio: Rotary members have played a key role in bringing the world to the brink of    
polio eradication. Their efforts have not only ended polio in 122 countries but also created a 
system for tackling myriad other health priorities, such as Ebola. 

https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
https://www.endpolio.org/
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Papua New Guinea Malaria Update. 

 

From 2010 until 2015 Malaria cases dropped significantly, but since then cases have continued to rise despite the 

best efforts to implement and monitor Malaria Prevention and Treatment Programs. 

RAM PNG, under Chair Ron Seddon, RC Port Moresby, is the Principal Recipient of the Global Fund malaria grant 
and has been since 2010. This year 16 million dollars has been allocated in the fight against malaria with 77.6% be-
ing provided by Global Fund – an international organisation that provides financing to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria. 
In this Rotary year, RAM Australia is providing AUD82,000 for the Chasing Malaria Program headed by RAM PNG 

Consultant Tim Freeman.  Tim has been working with malaria for many years, including some 10 years in Papua 

New Guinea. Tim has for some time been investigating reasons why malaria has been on the increase since 2015. 

The following problems are being studied. 

Treatment Failure: drug resistance, non compliance of not taking the full course, expired drugs, Health Staff giving 

the wrong dose, not seeking treatment, diagnostic test problems, Health Staff behaviour. When not supervised 

some Health Staff cease to manage and test for malaria. 

Other Problems: not sleeping under nets, mosquitos biting earlier ( malaria mosquitos bite at night), people staying 

up later, nets not working, not repaired or washed correctly, insecticide resistance , nets not up to date, tribal fights 

and remoteness preventing access to nets and malaria services, lack of adequate training programs of Health Work-

ers, correct recording of  cases and treatment, poor communication.  Note – Covid-19 cases have been very low. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financing
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To overcome Communication problems, particularly with remote Health Centres, an electronic National Health In-

formation system is being implemented this year. RAM PNG will work to ensure this is used properly. 

The Chasing Malaria Program has been implemented since 2012.  A major component of the program is the focus 

on communities and schools in three areas, Waima (3 schools), Bereina (2 schools) and Kuriva (6 schools). At 

schools, the Chasing Malaria Program provides health information to school children and teachers; health surveys 

and treatment of malaria cases; and school clubs are formed for children to search and destroy malaria breeding 

sites. All children who were tested positive for  malaria at schools are treated and given a bed net. In 2019, 13 

teachers were trained in testing and treating malaria. As part of the Program, the testing and mapping of positive 

cases allow RAM PNG to identify hot spots in the area. 

Since the inception of malaria treatment in Papua New Guinea some 12 million nets have been handed out.  

Rotarians continue to play a significant role in the Papua New Guinea malaria fight.  If the Griffith University is able 

to supply the Malaria Vaccine in the future, many of these problems could be solved.  

 

        

 COVID 109 Precautions must be adhere to: 
 

1. Preload COVID-19 Safe app on phone 
2. Do not attend activity if suffering any symptoms of a COVID-19 infection 
3. Maintain social distancing of 1.5m 
4. No close social contact such as handshakes, hugs or kisses 

5. Wash hands frequently  
6. If symptoms develop in the days following the activity, get tested for a 

COVID-19 infection 
7. If diagnosed with the virus advise all others that you may have had contact 

with that you have been diagnosed with the virus. 
8. Receive the current Influenza vaccination 

 

Any “at risk” members should be encouraged to make their own             
determination of attendance 
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