
 

 

 

Warren Benjamin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

Well here we go with Rotary year number 61. 

Thank you all for joining in to our first ZOOM Handover. We estimated over 40 

attendees including Guests and Visitors. It was encouraging to see so many of you 

joining together to celebrate the event. I know our little group certainly celebrated, 

hope you all had an enjoyable evening. I could see Michael’s stress level melting 

away as the evening progressed. Maybe we will all be able to get together and do it 

all again in a couple of months. 

Thank you Vic Mason, for chairing the meeting and making it an auspicious occasion. 

I am worried we have stirred up the new sergeants with their introduction, be    

prepared for some revenge, it will pay to be friendly. 

The induction process was a little constrained, Michael and I trying to get close 

enough to be captured by the camera while maintaining COVID distancing, along 

with another computer in the room causing a time delay in our voices. Any way I 

was inducted by past president Michael and I could feel the extra weight of the Job 

as the collar was placed around my neck. Thank you, Michael, for being a role model 

last year, it has been a pleasure being part of your team. 

Thanks to my new board for volunteering to take on the challenge of leading the 

club for this year. I would also like to thank those volunteers I nominate in the    

various Committees and sub Committees; I am confident you excel in the skills  

required for your assigned roles.  

This year could be a real membership year with the enthusiasm being shown by 

some members to increasing our numbers. I must have had a premonition as I had 

only just order 4 New Member kits from RDU.  

I am very encouraged about this year especially with your kind wishes and the   

enthusiasm being shown, so bring it on. 

The estimate for the Shamrock to reopen is September, so it looks like some more 

ZOOM meetings are instore. Peter Thomas is checking out another venue we may be 

able to use in interim. Our vocational service team have a vocation visit scheduled 

for 22 July, see attached Invite. We have a project at Samaritan house left over from 

last year that Garry Dobbie will advise when we are able to get involved. 

Our next meeting will have an International flavor, Ian Ritchie has arranged for Jenni 

Schumann from the UK to be guest speaker. While we still have ZOOM meetings, we 

intend to take the advantage to invite more international guest speakers. 

My condolences go to Trevor Townsend and Family on the passing of his Mother last 

week, and former club member Mike Petersen passed away last week also. 

Rotary Opens Opportunities. 

President Warren  

 

Holger Knaack 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES JULY 

WED Jenni Schumann 

International Guest Speaker 

 

 Gerri Kisner 

Stay Safe—Postponed until 

further notice 

 Guess Who is Coming to       

Dinner —Postponed until      

further notice 

 Chairman:  
Ian Ritchie  
 

 Meeting cancelled—

Postponed until further notice 

  

 Registration: 
 
 
 
Special Duties: 
 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

July 9— John & Coral Palmer 

July 31— Col & Rhonda 

Meng 

BIRTHDAYS July 10—Kevin Casey 

July 13— Kerry Howlett 

July 13— John Lacey 

July 13— Beryl Woodman 

July 17—Maree Sturdy 

July 21—Gary Dobbie 

July 23—Steve Taylor 

July 28—Faye Sievers 

July 30—Chris Attard 

 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR JULY 

34 years Garn Woodman 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

        
Vocational Visit 

To 

The Woodman’s Group of Companies 
including 

Woodman’s Glass and Aluminium 

Mackay Truss and Timber 

Mackay Steel Frame and Sheds 

Steeline Roofing Centre Mackay 

 

281 Nebo Road West Mackay  

 

To be held on 

Wednesday 22nd July 

At 

5:30pm for 5:45pm 

 

Partners and Guests welcome 

RSVP to Secretary Dale by 15th July 

 

Note that this is a workplace so please wear appropriate clothing including closed in shoes 
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COVID 109 Precautions must be adhere to: 
 

1. Preload COVID-19 Safe app on phone 
2. Do not attend activity if suffering any symptoms of a COVID-19 infection 
3. Maintain social distancing of 1.5m 
4. No close social contact such as handshakes, hugs or kisses 

5. Wash hands frequently  
6. If symptoms develop in the days following the activity, get tested for a 

COVID-19 infection 
7. If diagnosed with the virus advise all others that you may have had contact 

with that you have been diagnosed with the virus. 
8. Receive the current Influenza vaccination 

 

Any “at risk” members should be encouraged to make their own             
determination of attendance 

 
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7610976561?pwd=WGpVVEVXNEMzU3A1YlUza1pOMWNvUT09  

Meeting ID: 761 097 6561  
Password: 045800  
One tap mobile  
+61871501149,,7610976561#,,,,0#,,045800# Australia  
+61280156011,,7610976561#,,,,0#,,045800# Australia  

Dial by your location  
        +61 8 7150 1149 Australia  
        +61 2 8015 6011 Australia  
        +61 3 7018 2005 Australia  
        +61 731 853 730 Australia  
        +61 861 193 900 Australia  
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)  
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)  
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)  
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)  
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  
Meeting ID: 761 097 6561  
Password: 045800  
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdFncQqyAU  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7610976561?pwd=WGpVVEVXNEMzU3A1YlUza1pOMWNvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdFncQqyAU


 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

LAST WEEK’S HANDOVER 
Another Zoom milestone, this time a zoomed handover meeting.  It was a good gathering with 27 computers 

showing as logged in.  Since there were often more than one person per computer, including some of our partners, it 
was not possible to say our how many people “attended”.  However, the attendance was very good with many     
partaking of a personal handover dinner during the meeting.  

Once again, the backgrounds for some of our members indicate that their minds are not totally focused on 
Rotary. John Lacey appears to be all at sea; Ian Ritchie obviously cannot wait to tackle some delicious crabs; John 
and Coral Palmer would like to be over the hills and far away while Steve Taylor was sitting at sunset in a cane field 
(and without a jumper on!!).  This week our new treasurer John Deguara attended with past treasurer and now new 
secretary Dale Stebbeings, so we did not have a display of one of his impressive items of farm machinery. 

 

We were pleased that Zoom once again enabled DG Adele Hughes to join us along with last year’s DG Michael 
Buckeridge.  We were also pleased to welcome Kent Lyons from North Mackay, Toni and Larry Slattery from       
Northern Beaches and Bente MacDonald from Walkerston.  Jenni Schumann, from Clitheroe Rotary in District 1190 
joined us again from England.  Fortunately, the time lag between here and there means she can join us at a reason 
able hour in their early morning.  The Clitheroe club web site does not give a great deal of information about the club 
but is appears to be quite large because the latest information lists the names of those in 32 distinct positions within 
the club.   

Jim Brown proposed the toast to Australia and reminded us of all the events that have taken place on the 1st 
July over the centuries, before DG Adele talked to us about how easy she thought it was to become District            
Governor.  She obviously enjoyed the process which appears 
to have disguised the extended hard work and commitment 
required.  We all wish her the very best for the coming Rotary 
year. 

The introduction of this year’s sergeants lacked some 
of the pantomime of our usual face-to-face handover, but this 
lack was made up by their photograph.  No-one is quite sure 
what Todd Shannon was suffering from when the 
“photograph” was taken but we are sure that he will have 
recovered well enough to exert some future financial          
revenge. 
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ROTARY FOUNDATION INFORMATION 

The following information gives an indication of the great work that is done by the Rotary Foundation. The 

table indicates the amount of money which has gone through the various funds. The figures are in        

American dollars. The figures are up to the end of the 2018/2019 Rotary year. 

Rotary Foundation Summary Statistics 

 
 

 
      

Program Expenditures - All figures are as of 30 June 2019 and in U.S. dollars. 

 

PolioPlus.  

Since 1988, Rotary and its partners have immunized more than 2.5 billion children against polio. As 

of June 2019, Rotary had committed $2 billion to global polio eradication. The goal is to eliminate the virus 

in the last three countries where it remains endemic and to keep it from returning anywhere else. In 2018-

19, program awards, including PolioPlus Partners grants, totaled $151.2 million.  

Rotary Peace Centres.  

Each year, the Foundation supports the training of peace fellows at six Rotary Peace Centres, 

where they earn master’s degrees or professional development certificates. Since 2002-03, 1,284 fellows 

have graduated from the Peace Centres and are working in more than 116 countries.  In 2018-19, 94      

fellows from 43 countries began their studies at the Rotary Peace Centres, and program awards for the  

fellows and centres totaled $5.0 million. 

 District grants.  

District grants support small-scale, short-term projects related to the Foundation’s mission. In 2018-

19, the Foundation approved 494 district grants, and program awards totaled $26.3 million.   

Global Grants 

Global grants fund large-scale international activities with sustainable, measurable results that     
support Rotary’s six areas of focus. Activities include humanitarian projects, scholarships, and vocational 
training teams.  In 2018-19, the Foundation approved 1,403 global grants, and program awards totaled 
$86.6 million. 

Contribution Summary 2018-19 Cumulative Amount 

Annual Fund $126.1 million $2.8 billion 

Endowment Fund $26.3 million $374.5 million 

PolioPlus Fund $128.7 million $1.6 billion 

Other $40.8 million $235.3 million 

Total outright contributions $321.9 million $5.0 billion 
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