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President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

 
Taking the luck of being heads and tails winner as 
quite a privilege, the formally attired Col Meng 
gave a bit of an insight into his life including       
various committees he has served on, some of 
which he was chairman.  Col also gave run down 
on some of the many issues faced by Mackay Golf 
Club whilst operating with Covid-19.  No doubt 
some of us were wondering what shoes Col had 
on. 
 
Chairman Jeff Sturdy kept meeting flowing quite 
smoothly.  Last weeks Heads and Tails winner – 
this week’s speaker is Geoff Morgan and Chair-
man Jim Brown. 
 
Fellows please again make effort to Zoom in this 
week.  We have a special treat and would be really 
great if most if not all of us are present. 
 
Meeting starts at 6.15 pm sharp.     
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84926484970?
pwd=VW9VeHo2UlFzdHgrNjNMOGNWWDFZdz09  
Meeting ID: 849 2648 4970 
Password: 077901  
 
 
Rotary Connects the World.    
 

President Michael Curtin 
 
 

Mark Daniel Maloney 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES MAY 

WED Geoff Morgan 

Speaker 

 Gerri Kisner 

Stay Safe—Postponed until 

further notice 

 Guess Who is Coming to       

Dinner —Postponed until      

further notice 

 Chairman:  
J im Brown  

 Meeting cancelled—

Postponed until further notice 

  

 Registration: 
 
 
 
Special Duties: 
 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

May 2  

John & Fiona Deguara 

May 10 

Grant & Leah Craig 

May 12 

Eric & Sina Barry 

May 28 

BIRTHDAYS May 6—Garn Woodman 

May 8—Todd Shannon 

May 24—Jim Brown 

May 26—Vic Mason 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR MAY 

42 years—Ian Ritchie 

12 years—Trevor       

Townsend 

7 years—Todd Shannon 

2 years—Steve Taylor 

 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

LAST WEEK’S MEETING 
We are beginning to get into the swing of Zoom meetings and to align the meetings more closely with the 
usual in-person meetings.  Last week the starting time returned to 6:15pm (much to the surprise of those who 
did not check their emails during the day and logged-in late).  Attendance is improving.  Twenty-eight 
attendees this week, which now exceeds the display capacity of a single Zoom screen. 

The Heads and Tails Session:  This has been reduced in height to Heads and Chins.  It was won by Geoff     
Morgan who, as a reward, will present a short talk to this week’s meeting under the chairmanship of Jim 
Brown. 

Sergeant’s Session:  Sergeant Ian explained that a committee had been formed to consider the format for the 
session.  The committee was required to have an odd number of members so that there would be no tied 
votes with added requirement that there be less than three members in the committee.  The important       
decisions from the committee included 

• Fines would now be accrued. 

• Fines in Coronas were considered but rejected in favour of Swedish Krona (worth about 6 to the Aussie 
dollar). 

• Dress standards will be maintained during Zoom meetings.  He indicated that footwear would be      
monitored during this week’s meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker:  Col Meng regretted the change from a $10 benefit from 
winning the Heads and Tails to a speakers roll as a result of “winning” the 
Heads and Chins.  He chose to talk about the challenges faced by the       
manager of the Mackay Golf Club during the current Covid-19 period.  The 
club is well aware that its general membership is elderly and therefore     
especially susceptible to the virus.  The club has never completely closed, 
but it is no longer possible for four members to play together and two    
players     cannot use the same buggy.  The local constabulary have been 

concerned that the social aspect of golf might mean that the current social separation requirements might be 
honoured in the breach, so have visited the club for a couple of friendly chat sessions.  This highlighted the 
fact that the whole club area is a designated liquor-licence area, so the club has to ensure that members do 
not bring their own bottles or can of light refreshment.  Let us hope that the previous normal can return soon. 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

 

Umoja Orphanage Kenya is a Project of the Sunrise Rotary Club Bundaberg, RAWCS Project Number 51/2011-12 

 

“And we think it’s tough!” UMOJA Orphanage calls for support. 
 
On 13th March, 2020 the Kenyan Government reported its first case of Covid-19 infection. On this day we chose to     
lockdown Umoja. Directives were issued by the Government including the closure of all schools and learning institutions, 
group gatherings, shops, restaurants, church, hotels and a strict curfew. 
 
Just like us here in Australia, the lives of Kenyans changed quickly, though unlike us, many, many people are suffering 
due to lack of food during this crisis. We made the heartbreaking decision to lay off most of our 14 staff and only keep a 
skeleton staff as our donations virtually dried up overnight. 
 
Our children and staff were taught quickly about the dangers of this virus and how to protect themselves. Our children are 
all doing well thankfully, though wanting badly to get back to school. Without our farm and amazing child sponsors who 
are still able to support our children, things would be even worse at Umoja. 
 
Many projects without sustainability practices have folded all over Kenya along with businesses causing massive job losses 

like here, BUT there is no social security like here. 
 
We thought our sustainability practices would keep us standing tall through most things - but we didn't think all 3 sections 
of our sustainability would suffer at the same time. 
1. NO TOURISTS SO NO SAFARIS - 100% OF OUR SAFARI PROFITS ARE GIVEN TO UMOJA 
2. NO BUYERS FOR OUR CROPS DUE TO SHUTDOWNS 
3. LOSS OF SOME CHILD SPONSORS DUE TO SPONSORS LOSING THEIR JOBS HERE IN AUSTRALIA 
 
We have 3 remaining farm workers on our farm at the moment.  They are working hard to still provide us with our        
vegetables and eggs, however, we've had to sell off most of our 800 chickens to help pay wages, fuel, electricity, security, 
and unforeseen expenses during this time. Unfortunately, foods, fuel, etc., have skyrocketed in price with much            
racketeering occurring. 
 
Our 40-foot container arrived in Mombasa Kenya earlier this month, but with cases of the virus at the port, the port was 

closed. We await news when it can be cleared and transported to Umoja.  It seems like this container was never meant to 
reach us!! 
 
Our manager Patrick is working hard to keep everything moving and all at Umoja safe, despite the difficulties we are     
facing with restrictions around us within our community in Kenya.  We must stay within our own area, which makes it 
difficult to get supplies for things we can't access around us, as we usually get lots from Mombasa. Patrick thanks everyone 
for their thoughts. 
 

 

Rotary Australia World Community Service Ltd. (RAWCS) 
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