
 

 

 

Michael Curtin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

 
In this instance I can’t really speak for anyone 
else, but I had a really great time at our get        
together out at my place on Friday evening.  
Thank you to our social committee for organising 
and everyone who attended making it quite an en-
joyable event.  
 
As a follow up, the Social committee are now   
putting together plans for a “guess who is coming 
to dinner” evening in March.  For the event to go 
ahead we need some hosts.  Those who have any 
interest to host please make this known to the   
social committee ie Eric & Sina and Kevin & Tricia.   
 
This week our guest speaker is DG Mike        
Buckeridge who will talk about the District 9550 
and District 9570 combined conference here in 
Mackay in May. 
 
Next week we have again rescheduled our     
meeting from the Wednesday 26th February to the 
Tuesday 26th February, the occasion being a  
combined club’s Rotary Birthday, 115 celebration.  
This meeting will be at the Shamrock and is a  
partner’s night 6.30 for 7pm.   
 
 
Rotary Connects the World.    
 
 

President Michael Curtin 
 

 

Mark Daniel Maloney 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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Governor Michael Buckeridge 
and Karen. 

Issue 31 Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

 



 

 

  
THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES FEBRUARY 

WED DG Michael Buckeridge 

Combined District Conference 

May 1-3, Mackay 

FEB 
19 

DG Michael Buckeridge 

Combined District Conference 

May 1-3, Mackay 

  

 Chairman:  
Col Meng  

FEB 
25 

TUE 

Combined Club’s Rotary     

Birthday 115 celebration at 

the Shamrock. Partners Night 

  

 Registration: 
Alan Keogh 
Kevin Casey 
 
Special Duties: 
Grant Craig 
Ross Comben 
 

FEB  
26 

No meeting  
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

None 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS Feb 8—Grant Craig 

Feb 8—Ian Cruickshank 

Feb 26—Mary Cruickshank 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR FEBRUARY 

33 years Ross Walker 

30 years Vic Mason 

14 years Des Sievers 

9 years Edward Woodwell 

7 years Bill Cleary 

 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:15 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

Moranbah (No meals) 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

 

 

 Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

LAST WEEK’S MEETING 
 

Dinner at President Michael’s 

      When a horde of hungry Rotarians descend on your quiet Habana 
abode; when all arrangements have proved satisfactory; when even 
the weather has co-operated, and when everyone has enjoyed a tasty, 
well-presented roast dinner, then I guess it’s time for our host,        
President Michael, to relax a bit with a drink with some bite to it!  The 
high chatter noise level during the meal confirmed that a great deal of     
Rotary Fellowship was taking place.   

      Our thanks to all those who were involved in the preparations for 
the evening. 
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History 

Some interesting snippets from the 1970 Annual Report. President Jack Williamson 
(Mayor Greg's father) reported. 

Similar to 1959, 1970 has been a milestone in Rotary History. Last July P.P. Joe O’Mara was 
appointed the District Governors Representative to form a new club in the Mackay area. Joe 
worked very hard at this managing to overcome some almost impossible obstacles, until, on 
the 30th of May 1970, The Rotary Club of Mackay North received its Charter from District 
Governor Mitch Clarke.  

Mackay West who supplied John Ryan, Harry Sale, Bob Swan and Stan Young as Charter members.  

Congratulations are due to the Rotary Club of Mackay North, and us as the parent club, on 50 most 
successful years. 
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Happy 115th birthday, fellow Rotarians and members of 

the family of Rotary! 

MARK DANIEL MALONEY — JAN 24, 2020 

In the 115 years since Rotary was founded, seemingly everything has changed 

except Rotary values. We began, and remain, committed to fellowship, integrity, 
diversity, service, and leadership. While our Service Above Self motto dates to 

1911, the ethos behind those words had already been ingrained by Rotary's 
founders. 

Much has changed in the world since 1905. Then, the global population was 

roughly 1.7 billion. Today, it is 7.7 billion. There were 5 telephones per 100 people in the United States 
115 years ago. In 2020, it is estimated that 96 percent of the U.S. population has a cellphone — and both 
China and India have more than a billion cellphones in use. 

As the pace of change worldwide continues to accelerate, the need for Rotary service is greater than ever. 

It's one thing to read about service projects, quite another to see them in action and to see the grateful fac-
es of people who have benefited from them. Rotary projects change lives and connect the world. And over 

the past year, I have seen some amazing Rotary projects in action. 

Gay and I visited Japan's Fukushima prefecture last year. Few places in the world have had to deal with 
the kind of devastation that visited Fukushima in March 2011, when a tsunami touched off by an earth-

quake led to disaster at a nuclear power plant. But the story of Fukushima today is not one of destruction; 
it is one of hope and renewal. Rotary grants have helped improve access to medical and mental health 

care for victims of the disaster and reduced the isolation of these communities by sharing the experiences 
of people from other parts of the world who have also recovered from disasters. Our grants have also 

helped to foster self-motivation and encourage sustainable long-term community recovery across the re-
gion. 

In Shanghai, I learned about the Careers in Care program. This helps migrant workers fill the need for 

skilled professionals in elder care facilities. After taking a course, trainees receive certification to boost 
their employment prospects, while the care industry benefits from an expanded talent pool. Rotary pro-
jects like this are successful because they address a local need, and they have the potential to attract local 

government funding to sustain their impact. 

And in Guatemala, Gay and I went to Sumpango. Global grants there provide mechanical cows to        
produce soy milk; an improved water distribution system; water filters; clean compost latrines; family     

gardens; support for income generation; and training in WASH and literacy programs. The food items 
sold there not only provide nutrition to women and children, but also create a source of income for local 

women. 

In every area of focus, and in every part of the world, Rotary projects are improving lives and helping 

communities adapt in a time of rapid change. As we celebrate another great year for Rotary, let us rededi-

cate ourselves to strengthening the connections that make our service so impactful. We will make lives 
better as Rotary Connects the World. 
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