
 

 

 

Michael Curtin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

Please note we have no meeting this Wednesday (12th 
February).  In lieu of this week’s meeting our social 
programmes committee have organised a dinner at my 
place on Friday Evening (14th February), 6.30 for 7pm. 
 
Last week’s guest speaker, Gayle Clifford, Mind Aus-
tralia service manager gave an informative presenta-
tion on her organisation.  The service provides people 
who need short term intensive recovery support to 
help them transition out of acute mental health facility 
or to help them avoid hospitalisation.  
 
Gayle also brought along Bec Cox, psychologist who 
outlined her role in the organisation, along with past 
resident, Brad Cowan who shared with us his story and 
how he has benefited from the program. 
 
Alan Keogh, in his three talk gave us a brief run down 
on his life.  After leaving school Alan studied a bache-
lor’s degree in marketing, prior to owning and operat-
ing his own business, he worked for his father in Hard-
ware.  Alan has been a member of Rotary for 18 years, 
15 years originally in Walkerston, a small break and 
then the last three years with our club.  Alan is now en-
joying retirement with wife Veronica and has two sons 
and a daughter. 
 
Next week (19th February) our guest speaker will DG 
Michael Buckeridge who will be talking about the up-
coming conference here in Mackay on 1st to 3rd May. 
 
Please bear in mind the following week (26th February) 
we won’t be having a meeting.  In lieu of this meeting 
we are having a combined rotary club meeting on 
Tuesday 25th February to celebrate the 115-year anni-
versary of Rotary.     
    
 
I look forward to seeing most of you Friday evening. 
 
Rotary Connects the World.    

President Michael Curtin 

Mark Daniel Maloney 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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Governor Michael Buckeridge 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES FEBRUARY 

FRI Presidential Dinner at Pres. 

Michael Curtin’s Place 

Partners Night, 6:30 for 7PM 

FEB 
12 

No meeting FEB 
25 

TUE 

Combined Club’s Rotary     

Birthday 115 celebration at the 

Shamrock. Partners Night 

 
Chairman:  

FEB 
14 

FRI 

Presidential Dinner at Pres. 

Michael Curtain’s place 

Partners Night 

FEB  
26 

No meeting 

 Registration: 
Alan Keogh 
Kevin Casey 
 
Special Duties: 
Grant Craig 
Ross Comben 
 

FEB 
19 

DG Michael Buckeridge 

Combined District Conference 

May 1-3, Mackay 

 
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

None 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS Feb 8—Grant Craig 

Feb 8—Ian Cruickshank 

Feb 26—Mary Cruickshank 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR FEBRUARY 

33 years Ross Walker 

30 years Vic Mason 

14 years Des Sievers 

9 years Edward Woodwell 

7 years Bill Cleary 

 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:15 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

Moranbah (No meals) 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 
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LAST WEEK’S MEETING 
 

 

 

Step UP Step Down Mackay:  

Brian Dean chaired a presentation by 
Gayle Clifford, the Service Manager 
from Step Up Step Down Mackay.  
Gayle manages the newly opened 10 
room facility located at 393 Shake-
speare Street. Her presentation was 
supported by contributions from Bec 
Cox, psychologist, and Brad Cowan 
who has benefitted from involvement 
in their program. 

     Step Up Step Down is a component of Mind Aus-
tralia Ltd, one of Australia’s leading community-
managed specialist mental health service provid-
ers. They have been supporting people dealing with 
the day-to-day impacts of mental illness, as well as 
their families, friends and carers for over 40 years. 

      The Step Up Step Down Service Mackay pro-
vides short term (up to 28 days) support in a resi-
dential setting, providing an alternative to hospital-
isation (step up) or transition from hospital back 
into the community (step down). Residents can access specialist clinical mental health staff 24 hours a day, 
while also being supported to strengthen relationships with family and friends, and skills for living safely in the 
community. Their service provides a schedule of group activities alongside individual 1:1 support based on your 
strengths and goals as identified in your individual recovery plan. 

Three Minute Talk:  Alan Keogh drew the short straw for last week’s talk. Alan has been a member of Rotary 
for 15 years, initially with Walkerston club.  He has recently sold his business and joined the rank of the so-
called “retired” who change their life from worrying about earning money to worrying about spending their 
hard-won savings. 

Heads and Tails: It was very good to see Kevin Casey back at our meetings after his recent medical episodes 
and well enough to accept the benefit from last week’s Heads & Tails session. 
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Information on NYSF January 2020 
KEN HALL AND MELANIE BAGG — JAN 28, 2020 

 
 

 
 
As you are aware, the NYSF was forced to prematurely end Session A, evacuate the students  

under emergency timelines, and completely cancel session C of the NYSF Year 12 Program 2020 
due to the smoke impact from the Australian bush fires near the ACT resulting in the closure of ANU 
Facilities and accommodation. 

 
The NYSF sent email updates on these events to District Chairs for distribution to Rotary Clubs in 

their district. We also turned to social media and tagged Rotary Down Under to try to ensure         
Rotarian's were informed as quickly as possible. Due to the time frames and the urgency of the   
evacuation, it was not possible to contact each Club directly and we believe it may have taken some 
time for some Rotarian's to find out about this.  

 
For the students who have missed out or experienced a shortened session this January, the 

NYSF is currently working with our insurer and other service providers to consider what reimburse-
ment is available to cover the out of pocket expenses incurred by the students and their families. The 
insurer has advised that the NYSF insurance policies are only likely to cover out of pocket expenses 
for each student and do not extend to covering the staff/consumable costs of the NYSF nor the   
Partners who sponsor students, including any Rotary contributions and any other grants students 
may have received. Session A and C students will shortly receive a form from the NYSF so we can 
identify how they were funded and to what extent. Rotary Clubs may receive emails asking for      
verification of what they paid and/or what the students' families contributed. Students will also be 
asked to identify any other funding they received (e.g. Equity Scholarships). 

 
A number of District Chairs and other Rotarian's have been in touch with the NYSF team and the 

NYSF Board to ask how Rotary can help given the severity and emergency nature of these          
cancellations. We really appreciate this support. 

 
The NYSF's primary concern at this point in time is that of the financial impact that this will have 

on the organisation going forward. The NYSF is fortunate to be sufficiently established and          
supported to bear immediate financial impacts, however, these cancellations will result in significant 
financial losses in the longer-term. One action that would significantly aid us financially would be for 
Rotary Clubs to consider foregoing the contribution they made to the student fees to go some way 
towards covering the non-recoverable costs of the program for the NYSF. We hope Clubs may see 
fit to support us in this manner. 

 
The NYSF appreciates the many offers of help we have received from Rotary and scientific      

organisations to work with them on providing additional specialised alumni experiences in each state 
and online for the students impacted by the cancellations. Currently the NYSF is gathering all of 
these ideas and offers of help, and will soon start planning a year-long Alumni Program that caters 

specifically for these students from mid-February on wards. 
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On Friday night 14th February we are going to have a roast night at Michael Curtin’s place - 5 Curtins 
Road, Habana. 
  
BYO Drinks  (Bring your own glasses etc.) 
  
$30.00 a head adults 
  
Children  4 years to 10 years old   $15.00 
  
Children under 4 no charge 
  
EFT Payment to the club by Thursday, the 6th of February. 
Account number:  600784371 
BSB Number: 645 646 
 
Please insert your surname in the comments field so we can tell who the payment is from. 
  
An attendance sheet was sent around on Wednesday night, so if you missed the meeting, or didn’t fill 
in the attendance sheet, will you please do so this coming Wednesday so that we know approximately 
what numbers we can expect. You could even send me an email notification if you prefer, as we need 
to notify our numbers to the caters by Thursday 6/2/20. 
 
 
Directions: 
Through Farleigh on the highway going north. After Farleigh turn right onto the Farleigh Habana 
Road. Proceed past the quarry on the right, then the creek on the left. Turn right into Curtin’s Road at 
the tramline - first house on the left. 
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