
 

 

 

Michael Curtin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

First week back at Rotary and we hit the ground 
running.  Helping us wean into the new year, 
member Ross Comben was guest speaker.  Ross 
spoke about his participation in the Peaks Chal-
lenge Falls Creek bike ride.  Quite a grueling 235 
km loop ride with the first pinch called WTF      
Corner and the whole ascent The Beast.  The 
whole ride is a steep and relentless climb with little 
reprieve.   
 
Next week, 29th Jan, we have scheduled Club   
Assembly.  Please think about things to discuss at 
this meeting which can contribute to keeping our 
club vibrant and active.   
 
One upcoming event will be our annual bowls with 
North Mackay Rotary.  For this event we have a 
new trophy, “The Frank Hurley Memorial      
Trophy” in memory of Frank’s dedication to     
Rotary and passion for bowls.  Reliable sources 
report that North Mackay Rotary Club are in hard 
training for the upcoming competition.    
 
This week’s guest speaker is Greg Harvey,      
Station Manager, 4CRM. 
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Mark Daniel Maloney 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES JANUARY 

WED Greg Harvey 

Station Manager, 4CRM 

JAN 
22 

Greg Harvey 

Station Manager, 4CRM 

  

 Chairman:  
David Dunkley  

JAN 
29 

Club Assembly   

 Registration: 
Brian Dean 
Bruce Howlett 
 
Special Duties: 
Jeff Sturdy 
John Lacey 
 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

January 12 

Warren & Christine  

Benjamin                

 

 

BIRTHDAYS Jan 16 Coral Palmer 

Jan 17 Eric Barry 

Jan 20 Meryl Ritchie 

Jan 30 Sue Shannon 

Jan 31 Pauline Lacey 

Jan 31 Jeff Sturdy 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR JANUARY 

35 years Eric Barry 

31 years David Dunkley 

 

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:15 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

Moranbah (No meals) 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

 

LAST WEEK’S MEETING 

 

The things some people choose to do!  Some choose to jump out of fully operational aeroplane! Ross Comben, our guest speaker last 

week, chooses to ride bicycles.  As a sport, this is just as strange and potentially dangerous as jumping out of aeroplanes.  Under other 

circumstances, cycling would be banned because of unacceptable workplace, health and safety risks.   

Ross was introduced by 

chairman Todd Shannon.  

He has recovered remark-

ably well after falling off 

his bicycle recently and 

scrapping his unprotected 

skin along the road sur-

face – at least a couple of 

WH&S issues there.  To 

make matters worse, the 

following rider was so 

close that he was bound 

to add to Todd’s injuries by crashing on top of him – another WH&S issue.  Ross, in his talk, did not specifically mention falling off his 

bicycle but he did admit to destroying a bicycle during a recent ride in South Australia.  And they cycle for enjoyment???? 

Ross’ talk was about a more recent ride he enjoyed [??] at Falls Creek.  He was one of many hundreds of cyclists that started to ride 

before dawn in appalling weather conditions and continued to ride (in similar conditions) all day up (and down) enormous hills!  The 

potential reward for all this effort is a specially printed jersey – and that’s all – as long as you finish in less than 13 hours.  The         

organisers presumably wanted a reasonably early night’s sleep because they collect stragglers who may be 

motivated (or even capable) of riding for more than 13 hours!  Club members were very impressed that Ross 

was willing and able to endure such punishment in the name of enjoyment, but none seemed reluctant to 

follow his example.  

Other Matters:  

• Steve Taylor won last week’s heads and tails. 

• President Michael displayed the new trophy for the annual bowls game with North Mackay Rotary.  

This is now The Frank Hurley Memorial Trophy in memory of Frank’s enjoyment of the game and his 

lengthy membership of Mackay West Rotary.   

• Our partners enjoyed a dinner and 

chinwag while we held our meeting. 
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BEGINNERS LESSONS – CONTRACT BRIDGE 
The Mackay Contract Bridge Club begins this year’s lessons for absolute beginners in February.  If you are at all 

interested, please give Vic Mason a ring. 

 

More on the Bushfire appeals 
  
Subject: [1920district] information from DG Michael and Article in the 
Gladstone Observer 
  
Good morning Rotarians and friends. 
 
DG Michael has been meeting with all Australian DGs in relation to the 
national fire situation as a result RAWCS has set up the new “Rotary Bushfires National Appeal” this is a Rotary Australia Re-
lief Fund [RARF] project 68/2019-20. A committee will be convened and determine how funds will be distributed, the com-
mittee will open a RABS project “Rotary Bushfires National Distribution  Fund [RBNDF]”.  
 
Michael has informed the national body that “District 9570 has selected Alan Titman to be our representative on this com-
mittee” and I am pleased to represent the district 
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DG Michael also wants to impress that our first concern is to our own district and our funds should be directed to D9570 Drought Appeal which also receives 
the funds to go to fire victims, when transferring funds please identify the Rotary Club and where the funds are to be directed. 

We need to now identify people within our communities who need assistance so I can have a comprehensive report to provide to this committee in the hope 
that we may receive funds. 

  

The story 

We are all aware of the incredible situations in the rest of the country and we certainly feel for their loses however we also need to be aware of the desperate 
situation of many of communities in D9570. 

The article attached was written by Cheryl Royal-Scott, Treasurer Rotary Club of Port Curtis, in her role with the Gladstone Observer she is to be congratulated 
on such a terrific story but is also looking for more stories from Rotarians on our role in the community following these fires. 

  

This is the type of story our clubs need to be asking the local media to publish but we need to write the story and provide the photos to ensure the article will be 
published unless a club has someone like Cheryl as a member. Once the news media receive a request to publish what is supplied you will find they will be 
happy to publish more stories supplied, that is certainly the experience of my club as we have stories published regularly. We have found that once a story is 
published we get requests from the television channels to do a follow up story. 

  

Consider asking the Editor of your local paper to be a guest speaker at a club meeting, it could lead to more co-operation from the media. 

  

The far western area of our district has been suffering the drought since 2012, most graziers have no stock and many have no water but they still need our help 
for the basic requirement, they need funds to purchase food and fuel. 

The majority of our district is drought declared, other than the Mackay area, very little rain has been recorded although there have been some significant 
isolated falls. 

  

Our farmers and graziers within a 200km of the coast are now trying to keep their livestock alive and the cost of fodder has risen greatly if available. I am sure 
many Rotarians know of farmers and graziers who are struggling, if you know of someone please advise us as we may be able to get them some help. Ron 
Poulsen has been donated a cane paddock but he is unable to get it cut and baled before March. The bales were to go to the Lake Mary property who lost all 
his grasslands during the Capricorn Coast fires. 

  

Over the last few weeks Carol Gorton and I visited properties destroyed or severely impacted by the Cap Coast fires, one 71 year old couple who lost their 
uninsured home told us of the incredible assistance they have received from the community. A local concreter has extended their original house slab to take a 
new shed which they will us as their home, insulation, tanks and a complete house of furniture has been donated unfortunately a few days following the fire the 
husband was diagnosed with secondary bone cancer so he is keen to get a place set up for his wife. 

I have attached a photo of a lychee farm that has been helped by Rotarians, we have a second lychee farm where several Rotarians have replaced the burnt 
water supply and we are about to start to cut back the trees as the husband is also battling cancer and unable to work. 

We believe there are many people on the Cap Coast who would like to help these people so we are going to advertise in the local Cap Coast paper to tell 
people how they can assist a farmer or someone impacted by fire or drought. 

  

There is a good story of people in Rockhampton traveling to Dingo to help a grazier couple who are feeding 260 calves as well as keeping the property 
operating, whole families travelled out and helping even the children were able to help. Go to facebook ‘Alan Titman’  to read the story and see the photos. 

  

Thank you for your continued support for our district communities, Alan 

  

Alan Titman AFSM GIFireE 

Special Projects Officer D9570 

Polio Plus Chair D9570 

M 0418 792 812 

E alan.titman@bigpond.com 
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