
 

 

 

Michael Curtin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

Last week had our formal photoshoot.  It was good to 
see members dress up, huddle together and portray a 
strong vibrant club    We look forward to viewing the 
developed photo which will go into archive’s for future 
memorabilia with particular reference as this being the 
Club members in our 60th year . 
 
Also at last week’s meeting we discussed and         
reviewed our recent Swap Meet.  Although too soon to 
have financials prepared, Swap meet Chairman Peter 
Thomas gave an in-depth report on the non-financial 
aspects of the event.  Eddie Woodwell also gave a  
report on results of social media advertising for the 
function.   
 
In planning for next year’s event, topics discussed   
included date for next years event as it appears our 
swap meet clashes with a few other functions held the 
same weekend.  Also, consideration may be given to 
an alternative venue to the Show grounds.  All in all, 
another successful Swap Meet and we thank        
Members, sponsors and community for ongoing     
support.      
 
Please note our Christmas Fair is fast approaching, not 
this weekend but the following weekend ie 25th and 
26th October. 
 
This week our guest speaker is a representative from 
Helloworld Mackay  
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“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES OCTOBER 

WED Helloworld Mackay OCT 
23 

Frank Cowley 

Shed Happens 

  

 Chairman:  
David Dunkley  

OCT 
25—26 

Mackay West Rotary  

Christmas Fair 

  

 Registration: 
Jim Brown 
Todd Shannon 
 
Special Duties: 
Vic Mason 
Eric Barry 
 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

October 2 

Kevin & Tricia Casey 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS Oct 3 Ian Ritchie 

Oct 3 Elizabeth Dean 

Oct 14 Colin Meng 

Oct 22 John Palmer 

Oct 29 Megs Stebbeings 

 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR OCTOBER 

10 yrs Warren Benjamin 

18 yrs Michael Curtin 

34 yrs Grant Craig  

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:00 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

7:15 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

Moranbah (No meals) 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

 

LAST WEEK’S MEETING 

 

We dealt with two matters that followed from the previous week’s activities. 

We began with a club photo session to record our club membership at our 60
th
 anniversary.  

Col Meng and the photographer decided to catch us at the very start of the meeting while our 
shirts were still immaculate.  Perhaps they also thought that they could keep us under better 
control while we were still hungry.  So, we were all carefully arranged symmetrically and 
passed the time watching the photographer risk a fall from heights balancing on a step   lat-
ter.  There was no explanation of why we all looked so much better when viewed from 2.5m 
off the ground.  Multiple photos were taken.  Presumably experience says that a very large 
number of photos have to be taken to increase the possibility of finding one where   everyone 
is looking at the camera with their eyes open. 

After we were all fed it was time to review the Swap Meet.  Numbers attending were down on 
last year and the demand for burgers and sausages was also lower than anticipated.  A 
range of reasons for this were proposed.  They will be assessed by the organising committee 
as they start planning next year’s event.  While final figures are not yet available, there is no 
doubt that the Swat Meet was profitable.  The organisers were thanked for their successful 
efforts in organising another successful event and the contribution of all club members over 
the weekend was greatly appreciated. 

Last week we gained possession of this Rotaract Photo from 1981. (One for the Vault) 
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HABANA BY MOONLIGHT 

On the evening of Saturday 5th, in the middle of the Swap Meet procedure, we again assisted the annual “Habana by Moon-
light function at the Habana Community Hall. Seven of us manned the bar and helped to make the event a success.  This was 
an outdoor evening function catering for 240 guests.  The Habana community duly noted and appreciated our contribution 
and service especially being aware that this was also our Swap Meet weekend. This is our second year assisting the Habana 
Progress Association, a finance neutral, community event.       

 
MACKAY MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING FAIR 

 

Last Saturday The Annual Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Fair was held at the Showgrounds. The 
Fair supports, and is integral to the projects 
of Australian Rotary Health (ARH) which is one 
of the largest independent funders of mental 
health research within Australia. 

ARH also provide funding into a broad range of 
general health areas, provide scholarships for rural 
medical and nursing students, as well as Indigenous 
health students. Australian Rotary Health provides 
funding into areas of health that do not readily    
attract funding, and promotes findings to the     
community. 

ARHA is a project of the Rotary Districts of Aus-
tralia and is supported by Rotary Clubs.  ARH have 
a broad vision to improve the health and wellbeing 
of all Australians. The McKay and Ritchie families 
are long time serious supporters of ARH. 
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Are we the Dinosaurs around here? Something to think about! 
Opinion article by PDG Euan Miller, D9520 Membership Chair  

 

If your Rotary club is dominated by grey headed males it is also likely to be suffering from the seven deadly 
sins. Sins so deadly, if not addressed, will soon lead to the death of your club. As these grey heads retire and 
die so does the club. You have to renew and there are not enough grey heads left in the community to join    
Rotary clubs to make up the shortfall. Most Rotarian grey heads have lost their networks they had when they 
were working and don’t even know who to ask to join anymore.  

The big market tapped by successful, growing clubs is women and millennials but to attract them, clubs need 
to get rid of their twentieth century baggage – these seven deadly sins.  

 

Sin # 1 Too much bling  

If your President wears his/her collar at meetings, if your club has a dated picture of HM the Queen and    
displays the Australian flag; these are all signs your club is still living in the 20th century and will not appeal to 
women or millennials as potential members. Your club will die with your current members. One concession is to 
bring out the collar for the changeover.  

Sin # 2 The National anthem  

While your members may be loyal citizens and feel this is a respectful measure you may have noticed that 
that you no longer stand up for the national anthem at the pictures anymore. Again, millennials see this as a  
tradition that should be assigned to the past. Australia as a culture thinks Australia Day should be celebrated 
with family and friends at the beach, on the river or by the lake or a pool. Today’s Australians are not into      
salutes and military parades but enjoy citizenship ceremonies reinforcing our multiculturalism around the        
barbie.  

Sin # 3 The invocation  

Rotary International states it is not a religious organisation and across the world it has hundreds of different 
religions and sects amongst its membership. Inserting a Christian grace into a meeting no longer reflects the 
views of a majority of Australians and forms an immediate barrier to non-Christian potential members.  

Sin # 4 The Toast  

While many clubs have modified the toast to The Queen and Australia or just Australia, Millennials still find 
this a quaint custom. One concession would be to have a toast to Rotary International or to a sister club in    
another country where you could promote information on the work of Rotary at the same time.  

Sin # 5 The top table  

Again, if your club maintains a top table you are showing deference to your leadership that is no longer nec-
essary in today’s Australian egalitarian society. Effective Rotary leaders demonstrate they are part of the club by 
sitting with the members and then getting up to speak on the stage or the front of the gathering as required.  

Sin # 6 The Sergeant  

This is probably the most controversial sin but it is real turn-off to women. The number of women who have 
told me that they find the Sergeant humiliating is countless. Some clubs may have good Sergeants who bring a 
sense of fun to the club but most unfortunately are offensive, especially to women. Male members clearly don’t 
understand this because they persist as the women complain and leave. It can be easily replaced by Happy 
Dollars when individual Rotarians stand up and announce why they are happy this week to donate a dollar to 
the Foundation.  

Sin # 7 Meetings bloody meetings  

If you are still meeting weekly you are likely to be meeting too often. Women and Millennials who join Rotary 
don’t want to attend meetings just for fellowship and networking. They want to do good in the world and only 
want to meet as necessary to assist them implement their projects. You don’t have to attend meetings to be a 
Rotarian – you are only required to work 12 hours in every six months on projects. Meetings are very expensive 
– four times the cost of subs if clubs meet every week over a less than satisfactory meal. Young people strug-
gling to gain full- time work find Rotary very expensive. If you can eliminate cost from meetings you can be a 
Rotarian for $20 a month. This is the way Rotary membership should be sold.  



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

Mackay West Rotary - attendance to the 09/10/2019 

Member 
No. Meetings Make Total % 

Available Attended Ups     

1 Eric Barry 15 8 0 8 53 

2 Warren Benjamin 15 14 0 14 93 

3 Jim Brown 15 13 0 13 87 

4 Kevin Casey 15 13 0 13 87 

5 Bill  Cleary 15 7 0 7 47 

6 Ross Comben 15 10 0 10 67 

7 Grant Craig 15 7 0 7 47 

8 Ian  Cruickshank 15 14 0 14 93 

9 Michael Curtin 15 11 4 15 100 

10 Brian Dean 15 11 0 11 73 

11 John  Deguara 15 13 0 13 87 

12 Garry  Dobbie 15 9 0 9 60 

13 David Dunkley 15 10 0 10 67 

14 Bruce Howlett 15 6 2 8 53 

15 Alan Keogh 15 3 0 3 20 

16 John Lacey 15 12 0 12 80 

17 Vic Mason 15 14 0 14 93 

18 Peter  McFarlane 15 9 0 9 60 

19 Colin Meng 15 13 0 13 87 

20 Geoff Morgan 15 11 0 11 73 

21 Doug Neville 15 4 0 4 27 

22 John Palmer 15 12 0 12 80 

23 Ian Ritchie 15 13 2 15 100 

24 Todd Shannon 15 14 0 14 93 

25 Des Sievers 15 13 0 13 87 

26 Dale Stebbings 15 13 0 13 87 

27 Jeff Sturdy 15 10 0 10 67 

28 Stephen Taylor 15 14 0 14 93 

29 Peter  Thomas 15 11 0 11 73 

30 Trevor Townsend 15 10 0 10 67 

31 Ross Walker 15 10 0 10 67 

32 Garn Woodman 15 11 0 11 73 

33 Eddie Woodwell 15 6 0 6 40 

34 John McKay     0 1   

35 Don Wall     0 1   

The table above represents attendance to the 9th of October.  If you have a make-up which has not been registered with Warren 

or myself please contact  me and we can sort it out  .                                                                     - Grant Craig 
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2019 Duties Roster 

Please arrive at 5.30pm for 6pm start. Please bring lawn rakes each night for clean up. 

Contact Ross Walker or John Deguara if unable to attend or to change your duty. 
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