
 

 

 

Michael Curtin 
President, Mackay West 

Rotary Grace 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE:  

Age shall not weary us. 
 
These are the words that come to mind as I review our clubs 
recent schedule of events and functions. 
 
Last week our club may have celebrated our milestone 60th 
Anniversary but we have not let our age slow us down. If 
anything this month particular we sure are putting on a    
display of youthfulness, vigor and motivation. 
 
We thank the organising committee, Vic, Col, Ian, John and 
Eric along with their partners, Heather, Rhonda, Meryl,    
Pauline and Sina for putting countless hours of planning and 
research to make our sixtieth such a memorable occasion. 
 
We thank guests including DG Mike Buckeridge, Past DG 
and Club members John and June McKay who made a   
special effort to come from Brisbane and Past DG Ken and 
Joyce Kelly for coming along and sharing the occasion with 
us.      
 
This weekend just gone we also had our annual swap meet.  
Again, thank you to the Swap Meet committee for their 
countless hours of planning and organising to ensuring that 
it was a smoothly run event.  Thank you also to the       
members who helped out many of whom worked a number 
of shifts over a number of days. 
 
Last Saturday evening seven of us manned the bar for Back 
to Habana Dinner.  This was an outdoor evening function 
catering for 240 guests.  The Habana community duly noted 
and appreciated our contribution and service especially    
being aware that this was also our Swap Meet weekend.       
 
Next big upcoming event is our annual Christmas Fair which 
is only two weeks away, that being Friday and Saturday 25th 
and 26th October. 
 
Please note that this week’s meeting (9th October) we are 
having a club photo shoot.  Please wear white shirt and tie. 
 
Rotary Connects the World!    
 
 
     President Michael Curtin 
 

Mark Daniel Maloney 
President, Rotary International 

“We break the bread of  

brotherhood. 

We thank thee Lord for all 

things good. 

May we, more blessed than 

we deserve. 

Live less for self and more to 

serve.” 
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Governor Michael Buckeridge 
and Karen. 
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THIS WEEK 

  DIARY DATES OCTOBER 

WED Club Photo evening & Swap 

Meet debrief 

OCT 
9 

Club Photo evening & Swap Meet 

debrief 
  

 Chairman:  
 

OCT 
25—26 

Mackay West Rotary Christmas Fair   

 Registration: 
Jeff Sturdy 
John Lacey 
 
Special Duties: 
Geoff Morgan 
Steve Taylor 
 

   
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

October 2 

Kevin & Tricia Casey 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS Oct 3 Ian Ritchie 

Oct 3 Elizabeth Dean 

Oct 14 Colin Meng 

Oct 22 John Palmer 

Oct 29 Megs Stebbeings 

 

ROTARY  

ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR OCTOBER 

10 yrs Warren Benjamin 

18 yrs Michael Curtin 

34 yrs Grant Craig  

 
GOING TO MISS A MEETING? 

Advise Warren Benjamin by 2PM on Monday 

Email: w_c.benji@bigpond.com 

Or consider a make up at a local club or online 

 

MON 6:30 PM 

6:30 PM 

Sarina 

Airlie Beach 

Pioneer Valley 

Sarina Motor Inn 

Reef Gateway 

TUE 6:15 PM 

6:30 PM 

Mackay 

Proserpine 

Walkerston 

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel 

Ocean International 

WED 7:00 PM Moranbah Rotary Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the 

month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St. 

THU 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay North North Mackay Bowls 

FRI 7:00 AM 

12:30 PM 

Mackay Sunrise 

Port of Mackay 

Ocean International 

Ocean International 4957 2044 

 
Any 

Day 
Any time 

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella 

www.rotarynews.info/club4390 



 

  Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15 PM at The Shamrock Hotel, Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay 

 Mackay West Rotary 

60th Anniversary Dinner 

Our anniversary dinner was enjoyed by 115 Rotarians and guests at the Shamrock Hotel.  Special guests in-

cluded District Governor Michael Buckeridge, Past District Governor John McKay and June, representatives 

of all     Mackay area clubs, Debbie Klintworth from New Zealand (Youth Exchange Student from South Africa 

in 1988), a large group of past members of our Rotaract Club and our partners. 

Mackay Rotary Club initiated the formation of our club in 1959.  The Gong, still used by our club at every       

meeting, was presented to us by Mackay Rotary at our charter presentation night in 1959.  On this occasion 

they presented us with copies from their club minutes that recorded the events leading to our formation as 

well as copies of their club song book and a Rotary International song book.  The trophy that recorded the     

results of the cricket matches between our two clubs was also on display. 

It was especially pleasing that PDG John McKay and June were able to come from Brisbane for our dinner 

with daughter Kate, who was an exchange student to South Africa also in 1988.  John proposed the toast to 

Rotary International.  He showed that his speech-making skills had not gone into retirement. 
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Hi Ladies,  

 

It was wonderful to see the big roll up for the 60th birthday celebration. I hope you all  

enjoyed the night.  

 
We have had a big weekend starting with the Habana dinner under the stars, then the 
swap meet yesterday. Hope everyone has had a relaxed day today. 

 
As the Christmas fair is fast approaching please get out your recipe books. 

We are looking for home baking suitable for sale on the two nights of the Christmas fair.  

All baking must be wrapped, labeled with the item name & list of ingredients.  

We will need lots of helpers for both nights. It is always a fun event 

Also please don’t forget about prizes for the cent sale. 

 
Sina.  

LADIES MESSAGE 

 

Christmas Fair Hi All 

 

I am doing the Christmas Fair   

roster. 

If anyone is not available please 

let me know. 

If anyone has a burning desire to 

be in a particular area let me know. 

Thank you. 

 

Ross Walker 
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The Mackay Swap Meet 2019, held last weekend, was once again a success. There were 

about the same number of stalls as last year with a good cross section of product for sale. 

As it should be at a Swap Meet, car parts and machinery formed the largest part of the of-

ferings, but there was no shortage of plants, bric-a-brac, and craft items for sale. 

We will have a more comprehensive report next week. 

2019 Mackay Swap Meet 
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By email 

— Rotary Club of Mackay West, 

I want you to know that I have not been very good at keeping 

in touch with all you guys over the years, I can assure you that 

that not a week passes    without me thinking of Mackay,   

Rotary, Queensland or generally of that great nation of yours. 

The things I learned, heard and experienced while with you 

has made a great impact in me and the way my life has 

formed. I will always think back with great pleasure for you 

“shaping” me into what I am today. 

Give my love to the club and I wish you a happy  anniversary. 

  

Cheers Søren 

(Søren Lauridsen, Past YEP Student from Slagelse, Denmark, 

1987/88 

 

By email 

— Rotary Club of Mackay West, 

I am pleased to share with you an update on my life since my time with you in           
Mackay.  Hard to believe that in February that will have been 30 years ago!  I think back 
very fondly of my time there and have encouraged many people to visit over the 
years.  Upon returning to Canada I completed high school and went off to study       
business at University.  I lived in several cities in Quebec, New Brunswick and Ontario 
wanting to spend some more time away from home.  Distance can certainly create an 
opportunity to better appreciate how important family and quality of life are.  In 1997 I 
returned to New Brunswick and began work in the marketing department for our family 
business.  I later married and had a son Davan who is now 17 and in his final year of 
high school, the same age that I was when I was with you.  The marriage did not work 
and we divorced when Davan was 2.  I  later met my husband Gord, we married and 
had a daughter Addyson who is 11 and William who is 9.  We have a very busy life with 
active, healthy children and are truly thankful to be able to raise our children within walk-
ing distance of all their grandparents.  We love to travel with them and show them the 
world outside of our community as well.  

 Over the years I took on many new roles within our company; marketing, quality, R&D 
and manufacturing. Five years ago I moved into the role of President & CEO and my 

younger brother Nick into the Vice President role.  I can honestly say that I don’t think that I could succeed in this role without 
the Rotary Youth Exchange experience you provided.  I was such a shy, insecure teenage girl as you might remember but 
forcing myself to go outside my comfort zone, present to Rotary clubs and meet so many new people certainly was a tremen-
dous learning experience.  I continue to weekly be faced with actions and decisions I am uncertain or uncomfortable about 
whether that be with employees, customers or presentations.  I have learned how valuable it is to stretch yourself and push 
beyond your comfort zone. I remember clearly the feeling of fear standing in front of Rotary meetings full of men to do my 
presentation on Canada.  I survived and grew and I hope that today there are a few more women around those tables!   

Thank you so much for the kindness and generosity you all showed to me,  particularly my host families.  Happy Anniversary to 
the club and hope to visit with you again one day.  

 Bryana 

(Bryana Ganong, Past YEP Student from New Brunswick, Canada 1990/91) 
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Rotaract Club of Mackay West 

Catching up with our old Rotaract Club of Mackay West members was a delightful highlight of the 60th celebration last week.  

Our Rotaract Club was a great part of what we were for some 30 years, Sina Barry and Trevor Townsend were in the first contingent. 

The Rotaract Club folded in 2001, The friendships from club membership have endured and are very strong to this day. 

The group congratulated us on a great event that has bought them together again. 
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 The annual Mental Health and Wellbeing Fair is being held at the  

Showgrounds on Saturday 12th October from 11.00am until 3.00pm.   

Rotary support is from all Clubs in Group1. 

 

Assistance is required as follows:  

Friday 11th October, 9.00 am - help setup,  

Saturday 12th October, 9.00am - 11.00am further setup, 11.00am - 3.00pm,  

assist at the Fair, 3.00pm clean up,  

Monday 13th October, 9.00am final clean up. 

 

I know we have plenty happening, but as a Club we should do our bit. If you are 
able to contribute could you email me at b1andk1@outlook.com  or phone 
0417762878. 

 

Regards, 

Bruce Howlett 

mailto:b1andk1@outlook.com
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