Issue 29 Wednesday, February 6, 2019

Chartered 1st October 1959 Club 17767 District 9570 ABN 45 468 490 754 PO Box 610 Mackay Qld 4740
email info@mackaywestrotary.com.au
Meets each Wednesday 6:00 for 6:15PM at The Shamrock Hotel Mackay, 165 Nebo Road, Mackay

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Hope everyone has had a great weekend and hasn’t been
effected too much by the recent rain fall. Let’s all spare a
thought for our colleagues to the North of us who will be
doing it tough with the record amounts of rainfall being
received and it appears that it is not all over yet. I’m sure if
they need any assistance, we will try to help out.

Kevin Casey
President, Mackay West

Rotary Grace
“We break the bread of
brotherhood.
We thank thee Lord for all
things good.
May we, more blessed than we
deserve.
Live less for self and more to
serve.”

Our Guest Speaker for last week was Mr George Williams
who spoke to the club about the Recourse Project. George
is a Sarina local, who grew up on the family farm at Dawlish
(just north of Sarina). He completed his Fitter and Turner
apprenticeship at Plane Creek Mill. Before going back to
the farm, he had several other occupations. He is now the
operating partner of The Racecourse project where an
American superannuation fund is financing the purchase
of Cane farms. They now have acquired 5,500 hectares
ranging from Blue Mountains to Clairview and around
Sarina. They have four harvesters cutting their own cane,
in addition to subcontracting to other farms. Their work
consists mainly of broad acre farming but relying on the
assistance of IT to provide maximum viability.

Barry Rassin
President, Rotary International

This week our guest speaker is Mr John Zelenka who will
be talking the Horticultural Industry he is involved in. I’m
sure many of you would know John from his passion for
Basketball. We look forward to hearing from him.
For those that are interested in attending the District
Conference in Biloela, the Early Bird Registration has been
extended to 27/2/19. Accommodation for this conference is
becoming booked out, so if you are going, why not take
advantage of the early bird offer and secure your
accommodation ASAP.
BBQ Bruce advised that the BBQ’s held on Friday 1/2 was
a great success and there is a second one next Tuesday 5/2
at 12 noon. This will be finished by 1.30.

Governor Rod Medew
and Cathy

If any members or their partners have collected any used
postage stamps over the Christmas break, can you please
bring them next week. These are being collected to help
Cathy with her “End Trachoma 2020”drive. The up to date
amount raised is over $8,000 which is a fantastic effort just
from saving old stamps.
I’d like to remind you that next Wednesday evening 13/2 is
a partners evening so don’t forget to let your partners know.
Have a GREAT WEEK and Be The Inspiration.
Yours in Rotary,
President Kevin Casey
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THIS WEEK
WED

Mystery Guest
Chairman:
Dale Stebbeings
Registration:
David Dunkley
Des Sievers

DIARY DATES / FEBRUARY
FEB
13

Partners Night - Tricia Casey
Project Smiles (Shamrock - 6:30pm for 7:00pm)

FEB
20

Debbie Adams
Food Preparation

Special Duties:
Des Sievers
John Deguara

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS

ROTARY
ANNIVERSARIES for
February

GOING TO MISS A MEETING?
Advise Eric Barry by 2PM on Monday,
PH: 0432 802 910 | Email: efbarry@bigpond.com
or consider a make up at a local club or online

None

February 8:
Grant Craig

Ross Walker (31 years)

MON
TUE

Des Sievers (13 years)
Eddie Woodwell (7 years)

WED

THU
FRI
Any
Day

6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Sarina
Airlie Beach
Pioneer Valley

Sarina Motor Inn
Reef Gateway

6:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:15 PM

Mackay
Proserpine
Walkerston

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel
Ocean International

7:00 PM

Moranbah Rotary

Meets 1st and 3rd Wed of the
month at Rotary Hut, Bacon St.
Moranbah
(No meals)

7:00 AM
12:30 PM

Mackay North

North Mackay Bowls

7:00 AM
12:30 PM

Mackay Sunrise
Port of mackay

Ocean International
Ocean International 4957 2044

Any time

Online at Rotary E-Club of Brindabella
www.rotarynews.info/club4390
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Last week meeting:

Last week, George Williams, explained the operation Racecourse Projects, situated in our Mackay
region of Queensland, farms sugar cane, including
completion of a number of large scale greenfield
development projects. The first property acquisition
was made in October 2013 and since then Racecourse Projects has expanded to over 5,000 ha of
cane land, delivering cane to Mackay Sugar and Wilmar Sugar. The company also undertakes its own
harvesting, operating three harvesting groups, each
in excess of 100,000 tonnes cane.

Sergeant Garry looked resplendent, operating with a
background of yellow plastic flowers!

George is a Partner in Racecourse Projects which
prides itself in implementing best practice in terms
of sugar cane farming, including controlled traffic and variable rate technology. The company
achieved Bonsucro accreditation in 2017, an international comprehensive standard for sustainable
farming of sugar cane.
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In a group photo last week there was considerable confusion over past member Ed Jones. He was mistaken
for his brother Ian.
This weeks photo is of brothers and past members Ed and Ian Jones.
Ed was inducted in the 1974/75 year and resigned
in the 1979/80 Rotary year. Ed lived in Webberley
Street, wife Dell.
Ian was from North Eton, inducted in the 1985/86
year, resigned 1991/92 Rotary year, wife Donna.
Ian was lost to an industrial accident about 5
years ago.
Apologies for the photo quality.

Looks like we have a healthy contingent for the Conference.
“Our Biloela District Conference is fast moving up on us, and we’re excited to welcome you to two days of Rotary fellowship and learning; to host the House of Friendship with over 25 exhibitors from across the District,
and beyond; and provide you with a cross section of speakers that cover a wide range of relevant interest
areas. And, as if that isn’t enough, we have scheduled a fun and relaxing Saturday night dinner at Biloela’s
jewel, the Heritage Park.
We have a cross section of speakers that cover a wide range of relevant interest areas. The 2019 conference
will see several areas of focus addressed and will enable you to ask questions to a panel of experts.
The House of Friendship will be a key point of contact among Rotarian and a place to obtain information
on a wide range of programs. We already have a significant number of exhibitors and I think members will
find this to be a treasure trove of ideas and inspiration. It will be located in a discrete room which will make
moving around the event much easier and provide better access to the House of Friendship and the main
auditorium.”
DG Rod
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